
 

  

TEN GOLDEN RULES 
 

 

NON-FISH OR PROTECTED FISH SPECIES (NFPS) CATCH REPORTS 

1. The Fisheries (Reporting) Regulations 2017 require reporting of all NFPS captures 

(dead or alive). It is an offence to fail to report.   

2. All permit holders and skippers must know the law and be able to file an NFPS 

catch report using their vessel’s Electronic Reporting system. 

3. Fisheries New Zealand observers file their own NFPS catch reports, but this does 

NOT mean the vessel’s obligation to report has been removed. 

4. Captures means that the NFPS has become fixed, entangled, or trapped in such a 

way that it cannot move freely or free itself from any part of the fishing gear. 

(includes for example tori lines and paravanes) 

5. Deck strikes means seabirds injured or dead from colliding with the vessel, or any 

that need crew assistance to leave the vessel because they are disoriented. 

6. Treat all animals with respect and care (dead or alive). 

7. Return all NFPS to the sea promptly and carefully unless required to be kept on 

board by a Fisheries New Zealand observer. 

8. Unauthorised retention or any further interference with protected species is an 

offence under the Wildlife Act 1953. 

9. If unsure of the species name (NFPS code) use the generic codes provided. 

10. E-logbook Users Instructions and Codes can be found here:  

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/45103-Fisheries-E-logbook-Users-

Instructions-and-Codes-Circular-2021 
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Non-Fish or Protected Fish Species Catch Report - Summary Information  
(from Fisheries New Zealand Electronic Catch and Position Reporting Guide August 2021) 

You must complete an NFPS Catch Report if there is an interaction with the following by 
the vessel or gear during a trip: 

• Birds; 

• Marine mammals (e.g. New Zealand fur seal); 

• Marine reptiles (e.g. turtles); 

• Protect fish species (e.g. basking shark, great white shark, manta ray, black spotted 
grouper); 

• Selected benthic organisms (corals, sponges, and bryozoans). 

You will be prompted for more information about how the capture happened if a seabird is 

taken during trawling or surface or bottom longlining. 

You must take care when choosing codes where there is a group option and a specific 

option so that you do not accidentally report an organism twice. 

If there is more than one NFPS capture during an event, they will all be recorded on the 

same NFPS Catch Report. 

The NFPS Report must be completed and provided at the same time as the Fish Catch 

Report, if it occurs as part of a fish catch event. 

If the capture happens while you were not actually fishing (e.g. while steaming), the NFPS 

Catch Report will be a standalone report, i.e. it will not be linked to a Fish Catch Report 
and must be completed and provided to FishServe before the end of the day on which you 
became aware of the capture.  

Online resources to assist you with NFPS identification  

• The DOC website has material on coastal and deep water seabird species. Guides 

include MPI reporting codes and are available in multiple languages: doc.govt.nz/ our-

work/conservation-services-programme/csp-resources-for-fishers/a-fishers-guide-to-
new-zealand-seabirds/ 

• A fuller set of invertebrate NFPS material is available at: fs.fish.govt.nz/Doc/23020/ 

AEBR_86.pdf.ashx 

• A coral guide is available at doc.govt.nz/Documents/conservation/marine-and-

coastal/fishing/coral-id-guide-updated.pdf 
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