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Since 2005 the
estimated number
of sea lions (from
observer records)
captured annually
by deepwater
trawlers has been
reduced by around

80.

The outcomes

Since 2005, the estimated number
of sea lions (from observer records)
captured annually by deepwater
trawlers has been reduced by around
80% (from 45 to 9 sea lions or fewer
in recent years). Work is ongoing to
further reduce these interactions.

The New Zealand sea lion threat status
has reduced from “Nationally Critical” to
“Nationally Vulnerable” as their breeding
populations are now considered to

be stable or to be increasing in size at
most of the main breeding locations™.

Fisheries interactions are no longer
considered to be the primary
impact on New Zealand sea lion
population survival i,

“...Fishers are keen to do the right
thing and avoid catching sea lions
so the population can continue
to flourish and that’s why they
use SLEDs in key fisheries that
overlap with sea lion foraging”

Nathan Guy

Minister for Primary Industries
(2013-17) on funding for sea lion
Threat Management Plan (May 2017)

New Zealand sea lions on Enderby Island.
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